
W W E L C O M E  S T A N D A R D

Warrant Verification Checklist
Not all warrants are the same. Here's how to tell the difference.

🛡 ADMINISTRATIVE WARRANT

ISSUED BY
An ICE officer (not a judge)
FORM NUMBERS
I-200 or I-205
AUTHORIZES
Arrest of a specific named individual ONLY
DOES NOT AUTHORIZE
Entry into non-public areas of your business
YOUR RIGHT
You may politely decline entry to private areas (kitchen, back office,
storage, employee-only spaces)
LOOK FOR
No judge's signature. May say "Department of Homeland Security" at the
top.

⚖ JUDICIAL WARRANT

ISSUED BY
A federal judge or magistrate
FORM
Issued by a U.S. District Court or similar
AUTHORIZES
Search of specific premises AND/OR arrest
YOU MUST COMPLY
With the scope stated in the warrant
YOUR RIGHT
Ask to read the warrant. Verify it names your specific address. Note what
areas and items are covered. Do not consent beyond what is specified.
LOOK FOR
A judge's signature. Issued by a U.S. District Court or similar.

Decision Flowchart

Agent presents a warrant

▼
Is it signed by a JUDGE?

▼
✓ YES

Comply with the warrant's scope. Read it carefully.
Document everything.

✗ NO
You may decline entry to non-public areas. Ask
agents to wait outside. Document everything.

▼
Call your point person and Legal Hotline immediately.

G O L D E N  R U L E
Never consent to a search. Always ask to see the warrant. Always check for a judge's signature.

(ICE-Issued) (Court-Issued)

This document provides general information about constitutional rights. It is not legal advice and does not create an attorney-client relationship. For legal questions specific to your situation, contact an immigration attorney or call the
Welcome Standard Legal Hotline.
welcomestandard.org


